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Received O&ober 10, 1767,

XLII. A Letter from Edward Wortley
Montagu, Efguire, F. R. S. to William
Watfon, M. D. F. R. S. containing fome
new Obfervations onwhat is called Pompey’s
Pillar, in Egypt.

SIR,

Read Nov. 19, ] HERE fend you a few lines, which

1767 I believe will appear extraordinary,
as every traveller that has been at Alexandria has
mentioned the famous pillar of Oriental Granite,
which is about 2 mile without the walls of that city,
as ereCted, either by Pompey, or to the honour of
Pompey. As I differ in opinion from them all,
and think this famous pillar was ereGted to the
honour of Vefpafian, you certainly will expe to
hear on what foundation I found fo extraordina-

1y a conjefure, as {0 new a one may appear to
Jou.
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. F. In.
By my menf. the capital of the pillaris g 7
The Shaft S — 66 138
The Bafe — N 59 _}%
The Pedeftal —— ————a 10 § ;g
Height from the Ground — 92 o B
Its Diameter N 91 &

As foon as I faw this furprizing pillar, I was con-
vinced that, if it had been erected in Pompey’s time,
Strabo, or fome of the ancients, would have men-
tioned it: I therefore determined to examine it nar-
rowly. I perceived too that the pedeftal was of a
bad and weak mafonry, compofed of fmall and
great ftones of different forts, and abfolutely unable
to fuftain fo great a weight ; I therefore eafily con-
cluded fuch pedeftal not originally belonging to the
pillar. I attempted to get out a ftone, which I did
without trouble, and difcovered the pedeftal to be
hollow. After fome time, I mean during the courfe
of many days, I made an opening wide enough to
enter it ; when within it, you will judge how much
I was furprized to find this prodigious mafs of gra-
nite, ftood, as on a pivot, on a reverfed obelifk, as
I then believed it was, only five feet {quare; curious
to know the length of the obelifk, I began to move
the earth on one of its fides, but my furprize in-
creafed much when I found, after moving a few
inches of the foil, that the obelifk was not entire, this
pivot being only four feet and one inch thick. Itis
feated on a rock; the ftone is of an extreme harc}»

nefs,
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nefs, and almoft a petrification or rather conglutination
of many different ftones, but all vitrefcent. I never
met with any ftone of this kind any where, except
with one fmall piece on the plain of the Mommies ;
I broke a piece of it, which Lord Bute has; a fmall
piece too of the pillar was fent, that gentlemen may
be convinced it is of red granite, and not a compo-
fition as fome have imagined.

This part of obelifk is covered with hieroglyphicks,
which are reverfed, a plain proof the pillar was not
ereCted whilft they were held facred charaters.

Convinced, therefore, that it was not of the an-
tiquity one would fuppofe it, from being called of
Pompey, I vifited it feveral times to fee if it might
not be poffible to find out fomething that would
give room for a reafonable conjeture, in honour of
whom, or at what time, it was ere¢ted. From the
infcription I could difcover nothing; it is on the
weft face of the bafe, but fo much injured by time,
and I may fay too by malice, for the mark of an
inftrument are plainly difcovered effacing it, that one
can but imperfe@tly make out fome Greek cha-
raters, fo imperfectly indeed that no one word can be
found.

At length, obferving that the cement, or mertar,
which clofes the fmall feparation of the fhaft from the
bafe, was quite deftroyed in one part, I was cu-
rious to fee if any thing was made ufe of within, to
faften or tie the fhaft to the bafe; I faw there was:
being defirous to know if it was lead, and if fo,
if it was not of that pure, and of which we fill
meet with fome few medals; I endeavoured with a
pretty large hanger to cut off a fmall piece of the

grapple 3
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grapple ; there was a great number of lizards which
had taken fhelter there, and which run out on my
introducing the hanger. I then difcovered a dark
fpot, at the diftance of more than a foot, within the
circumference of the pillar; which, by ftriking it
with the hanger, I found was fomething ftuck faft to
the bafe; after ftriking it feveral times, I detached
it from its place, and it proved a medal of Vefpa-
fian in fine order. AVT. KAIZ. XEBA. OVEZI....
The revetfe is, Vicloria gradiens; Dextra [picas,

Sinif. palmam.
This medal was Jbewn to the Rayal Society.

The reverfed hieroglyphicks are a proof that this
amazing monument was not ereted before Pompey’s
time; and as there is no mention of it in Strabo, or
any one of the antient writers that I have met with,
it {feems plain it was not known before the time of
Vefpafian. This medal could not by any accident,
I think, have been introduced above a foot within
the circumference of the fhaft; therefore I fuppofe
it was placed there when the pillar was eretted,
which from thence I conclude to have been done to
the honour of that emperor; and perhaps on his
reftoring the cripple to the ufe of his limbs.

If you think this paper worth it, you will .pleafe
to communicate it to the Royal Society, and that of
the Antiquaries.

The pillar is exa@ly fhewn, with the pivot it
ftands upon, with a reference to the fpot the medal
was found upon, in the view of it that I have fent
to England.

Vor. LVIIL L1l Ibeg
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1 beg you will aflure the Society of my refpe&,
and how happy I fhall be to execute any of I:fxeir
commands.

And I hope you will reft perfuaded of the true
confideration, with which

T am,
Dear Sir,

Your moft humble fervant,

Zantle; é\fy 7 Ed. Wortley Montagu.

XL, Parz



